D THE GUARNERI DEL GESU EX-VIEUXTEMPS
VIOLIN, ONE OF THE WORLD’S MOST
TREASURED INSTRUMENTS, MADE A PUBLIC
APPEARANCE IN MOSCOW ON 27 OCTOBER.
Japanese violinist Kyoko Yonemoto, winner
of the fourth Paganini Moscow International
Violin Competition, used it to perform works
by Vieuxtemps, who owned it for much of his
life. In 2008, the violin was acquired by a
Russian businessman; since then, Moscow'’s
concert-goers have had the chance to hear
it played on two occasions by Pinchas
Zuckerman. Its latest appearance also
marked the 227th anniversary of
Paganini’s birth.

www.guarmeri.net

D THE INTERNATIONAL VIOLA SOCIETY HAS
AWARDED ITS 2009 SILVER CLEF TO JOHN WHITE FOR
HIS CONTRIBUTION TO VIOLA TEACHING AND
PLAYING. White is a former professor at the Royal
Academy of Music, a founder memlber of the
Alberni Quartet, an award-winning biographer (of
violist Lionel Tertis) and an editor of viola music.
Loiuse Lansdown, president of the English Viola
Society, said, ‘This honour recognises his incredible
contribution to the viola world as a player, teacher,
motivator, organiser and writer.’
www.viola.ca/ivs/ivs_home.html
www.englishviolasociety.com

[> THE CENTRE FOR RESEARCH IN NEW MUSIC AT
THE UNIVERSITY OF HUDDERSFIELD (CERENEM) IS
STAGING A CONCERT OF NEW WORKS FOR CELLO
AND ELECTRONICS ON 12 JANUARY, WITH CELLIST
NEIL HEYDE AND ELECTRONICS EXPERT PAUL
ARCHBOLD. Works by composers including
Femeyhough, Karvey and Alvarez will be performed
alongside postgraduate compositions, making full
use of the technological resources of the venue,
the university’s Phibbs Hall. CeReNeM runs a busy
schedule of masterclasses, seminars and concerts;
its aims are research, professional exchange and
specialised postgraduate training. The concert is at
7.30pm and tickets are £6 (£3 concessions). Call
01484 472426 or email livemusic@hud.ac.uk
http://mhm.hud.ac.uk/cerenem/

[> FABER MUSIC HAS LAUNCHED GUITAR BASICS,
A NEW METHOD FOR YOUNG GUITARISTS. It follows
other successful publications in the Basics series,
including flute and clarinet versions, and is
characterised by the same use of engaging fitles
and cartoons. The book starts from absolute
beginner level, and features ensemble pieces
that are designed to be suitable for use in either
small groups or Wider Opportunities teaching.
Well-known TV themes also add to the
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accessibility; the accompanying enhanced CD
contains backing fracks, downloadable teachers’
notes and fips for parents.

www.fabermusic.com

D STRING PLAYERS AGED 8-11 ARE INVITED TO
JOIN STONEBRIDGE MUSIC COURSES FOR A JUNIOR
STRING ENSEMBLE COURSE, ON 26-31 JULY 2010.
Aimed atf young players of Grade 2-5 standard, this
course is a perfect infroduction fo focused
ensemble playing. Fees are £475 and the venue
will be announced shortly on the Stonebridge
website. For further information, email Richard
Smyth at enquiries@stonebridgemusic.co.uk or call
01745 870345 or 07760 147490.
www.stonebridgemusic.co.uk

D VIDA GUITAR QUARTET HAS LAUNCHED AN
ALBUM CALLED LOVE, THE MAGICIAN ON THE BGS
LABEL. Inspired by passion and drama of
Andalucian gypsy culture, the album includes
Manuel de Falla’s Love, the Magician and The
Three-Cornered Hat, Bizet's Carmen suite and The
Bullfighter’s Prayer by Joaquin Turina. The two Falla
works, originally for orchestra, have been arranged
by quartet members Mark Eden and Mark Ashford.
About the arrangements, Eden comments,
‘Guitarists have a wealth of orchestral colour at their
fingertips, arguably more so than any other
instrumentalists, and | feel that these arangements
communicate Falla's work in all its vivid character
and spirit.” The album is available to purchase
through Discovery Records.

http:/vidagg.com

www.discovery-records.com

D 16-YEAR-OLD JAPANESE VIOLINIST FUMIAKI
MIURA HAS BECOME THE YOUNGEST EVER WINNER
OF THE HANNOVER INTERNATIONAL VIOLIN
COMPETITION. In a record-breaking performance,
Miura won more of the competition’s accolades
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than ever before, scooping both the Music Critics’
Prize and the Audience Award in addition to the first
prize. Miura comes from a musical family; his father
is the leader of a Japanese orchestra and his sister
studies the piano. He will continue his studies in
Vienna following his success at the competition.
www.violin-competition.de/en/violinwettbewero

D THE GUILDHALL SCHOOL OF MUSIC AND
DRAMA (GSMDy)'S FACULTY SERIES CONTINUES ON 15
JANUARY WITH A RECITAL BY PROFESSOR OF DOUBLE
BASS RINAT IBRAGIMOV. The series offers a rare
chance to hear the school's professors — fine
musicians in their own right — perform solo recitals in
the infimate setting of the GSMD’s Music Hall. Tickets
cost £15 and can be booked via the Barbican
website or by calling the Barbican box office on
020 7638 8891.

www.barbican.org.uk

www.gsmd.ac.uk

The CelloPhant

[> WEB-BASED COMPANY THINGS 4
STRINGS IS INVITING STRING PLAYERS
TO 'ADD A CRITTER TO YOUR BOW’ IN
THE FORM OF BOW-HOLD BUDDIES, A
RANGE OF ANIMAL-SHAPED BOW-
HOLD GUIDES. Company founders
Ruth and Martha Brons have 75
years string-teaching experience
between them; they designed Bow
Hold Buddies o help leamers
acquire a good bow-hold in a fun
way. The violin version comes in two
parts: a frog (aptly) and a fish; the
cello version is in one elephant-
shaped piece and is named the
CelloPhant. Various different colours
are available fo fempt younger
players. Things 4 Strings is USA-based;
the price per item is $29.95 plus
shipping.

www.things4strings.com
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