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The International Viola Society has ZZ
awarded its 2009 Silver Clef to John White for 

his contribution to viola teaching and 

playing. White is a former professor at the Royal 

Academy of Music, a founder member of the 

Alberni Quartet, an award-winning biographer (of 

violist Lionel Tertis) and an editor of viola music. 

Loiuse Lansdown, president of the English Viola 

Society, said, ‘This honour recognises his incredible 

contribution to the viola world as a player, teacher, 

motivator, organiser and writer.’ 

www.viola.ca/ivs/ivs_home.html 

www.englishviolasociety.com

The Centre for Research in New Music at ZZ
the University of Huddersfield (CeReNeM) is 

staging a concert of new works for cello 

and electronics on 12 January, with cellist 

Neil Heyde and electronics expert Paul 

Archbold. Works by composers including 

Ferneyhough, Karvey and Alvarez will be performed 

alongside postgraduate compositions, making full 

use of the technological resources of the venue, 

the university’s Phibbs Hall. CeReNeM runs a busy 

schedule of masterclasses, seminars and concerts; 

its aims are research, professional exchange and 

specialised postgraduate training. The concert is at 

7.30pm and tickets are £6 (£3 concessions). Call 

01484 472426 or email livemusic@hud.ac.uk 

http://mhm.hud.ac.uk/cerenem/

Faber Music has launched ZZ Guitar Basics, 

a new method for young guitarists. It follows 

other successful publications in the Basics series, 

including flute and clarinet versions, and is 

characterised by the same use of engaging titles 

and cartoons. The book starts from absolute 

beginner level, and features ensemble pieces 

that are designed to be suitable for use in either 

small groups or Wider Opportunities teaching. 

Well-known TV themes also add to the 

accessibility; the accompanying enhanced CD 

contains backing tracks, downloadable teachers’ 

notes and tips for parents. 

www.fabermusic.com

String players aged 8-11 are invited to ZZ
join Stonebridge Music Courses for a Junior 

String Ensemble course, on 26-31 July 2010. 

Aimed at young players of Grade 2-5 standard, this 

course is a perfect introduction to focused 

ensemble playing. Fees are £475 and the venue 

will be announced shortly on the Stonebridge 

website. For further information, email Richard 

Smyth at enquiries@stonebridgemusic.co.uk or call 

01745 870345 or 07760 147490. 

www.stonebridgemusic.co.uk

Vida Guitar Quartet has launched an ZZ
album called Love, the Magician on the BGS 

label. Inspired by passion and drama of 

Andalucian gypsy culture, the album includes 

Manuel de Falla’s Love, the Magician and The 

Three-Cornered Hat, Bizet’s Carmen suite and The 

Bullfighter’s Prayer by Joaquín Turina. The two Falla 

works, originally for orchestra, have been arranged 

by quartet members Mark Eden and Mark Ashford. 

About the arrangements, Eden comments, 

‘Guitarists have a wealth of orchestral colour at their 

fingertips, arguably more so than any other 

instrumentalists, and I feel that these arrangements 

communicate Falla’s work in all its vivid character 

and spirit.’ The album is available to purchase 

through Discovery Records. 

http://vidagq.com 

www.discovery-records.com

16-year-old Japanese violinist Fumiaki ZZ
Miura has become the youngest ever winner 

of the Hannover International Violin 

Competition. In a record-breaking performance, 

Miura won more of the competition’s accolades 

than ever before, scooping both the Music Critics’ 

Prize and the Audience Award in addition to the first 

prize. Miura comes from a musical family; his father 

is the leader of a Japanese orchestra and his sister 

studies the piano. He will continue his studies in 

Vienna following his success at the competition. 

www.violin-competition.de/en/violinwettbewerb

The Guildhall School of Music and ZZ
Drama (GSMD)’s Faculty Series continues on 15 

January with a recital by Professor of Double 

Bass Rinat Ibragimov. The series offers a rare 

chance to hear the school’s professors – fine 

musicians in their own right – perform solo recitals in 

the intimate setting of the GSMD’s Music Hall. Tickets 

cost £15 and can be booked via the Barbican 

website or by calling the Barbican box office on 

020 7638 8891. 

www.barbican.org.uk 

www.gsmd.ac.uk

The Guarneri del Gesù ZZ Ex-Vieuxtemps 

violin, one of the world’s most 

treasured instruments, made a public 

appearance in Moscow on 27 October. 

Japanese violinist Kyoko Yonemoto, winner 

of the fourth Paganini Moscow International 

Violin Competition, used it to perform works 

by Vieuxtemps, who owned it for much of his 

life. In 2008, the violin was acquired by a 

Russian businessman; since then, Moscow’s 

concert-goers have had the chance to hear 

it played on two occasions by Pinchas 

Zuckerman. Its latest appearance also 

marked the 227th anniversary of 

Paganini’s birth. 

www.guarneri.netKyoko Yonemoto plays the 
Ex-Vieuxtemps violin

Web-based company Things 4 ZZ
Strings is inviting string players 

to ‘add a critter to your bow’ in 

the form of Bow-Hold Buddies, a 

range of animal-shaped bow-

hold guides. Company founders 

Ruth and Martha Brons have 75 

years string-teaching experience 

between them; they designed Bow 

Hold Buddies to help learners 

acquire a good bow-hold in a fun 

way. The violin version comes in two 

parts: a frog (aptly) and a fish; the 

cello version is in one elephant-

shaped piece and is named the 

CelloPhant. Various different colours 

are available to tempt younger 

players. Things 4 Strings is USA-based; 

the price per item is $29.95 plus 

shipping. 

www.things4strings.com

The CelloPhant

www.rhinegold.co.uk/musicteacher  december 2009  27

mt12 STRING - News.indd   27 09/11/2009   10:40:47


